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Consulting Engineers from Winnipeg Help Nunavut Community Stay Active with 
Unique Sustainable Arena 

 
(OTTAWA) October 25, 2016 – Consulting engineers from Winnipeg firm Accutech Engineering Inc.  
designed and implemented a sustainable Arena in Whale Cove, Nunavut, for which they won an Award of 
Excellence Tuesday night at the 2016 Canadian Consulting Engineering (CCE) Awards gala. This remote 
project was recognized for its technical excellence and its social, economic and environmental contribution to 
the community in which it was carried out, a hamlet of about 400 people, located approximately 1,400 km 
north of Winnipeg. Because of its innovative design, the Arena’s retrofit extended the hockey season by at 
least four months for essentially a zero operating-cost increase. Given the high cost for electricity in Whale 
Cove, this is an incredible achievement, which proves just how energy-efficient this ice plant is.  

 
“These awards showcase the outstanding talent and expertise of 
consulting engineers across Canada,” said ACEC President and CEO 
John Gamble. “By recognizing projects with national awards, we highlight 
the important contributions of engineering firms to Canadians and the 
huge impact they have both here at home and around the world.” 
 
Helping Whale Cove’s community and youth be active 
The Hamlet of Whale Cove required a facility that could extend the 
hockey season by a minimum of four months, be used year-round by the 

community, and have very low power consumption. The project not only provides the people of Whale Cove 
a space to keep active and improve physical and mental health year-round, but it achieves this with a minuscule 
carbon footprint.  
 
A sustainable and unique design 
Accutech Engineering Inc. provided a proprietary and environmentally sensitive design to meet and exceed 
the Hamlet’s goals. The design used three common building blocks; they included a concrete slab, 
thermosyphons, and a ventilation system, all designed to work together. This project’s components are 
extremely energy-efficient. Over a 20-year operating life, a traditional ice plant in Whale Cove would have 
produced an estimated 6,600 metric tonnes of greenhouse gases (330 metric tonnes per season of operation). 
The design as implemented is estimated to produce less than 0.5% of the greenhouse gas emissions a 
traditional ice plant would have released. “It is a true honour to receive this Award of Excellence from a group 
of peers. Accutech Engineering is thankful for the opportunity from our Client, the Government of Nunavut, 
and is proud of being able to provide a sustainable solution to the people of Whale Cove, Nunavut,” said 
Brent Wall, P.Eng., President & CEO of Accutech Engineering Inc. 
 
In November, follow the #20DaysOfExcellence in engineering campaign on Twitter and at 
www.acec.ca/20daysofexcellence to watch videos of award-winning projects like this one and to learn more 
about the impact of consulting engineering on our quality of life.  
 
The award-winning projects are described in full in the October-November 2016 issue of Canadian Consulting 
Engineer at http://www.canadianconsultingengineer.com/digital-edition/. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/20DaysOfExcellence?src=hash
http://www.acec.ca/20daysofexcellence
http://www.canadianconsultingengineer.com/digital-edition/


 

Accutech Engineering is a multi-discipline engineering and project management company. It specializes in 
developing projects in remote locations. The firm recognizes that the correct solution must be a combination 
of technological, operational and common sense approaches. They believe in Service, being part of the 
Community, and providing Technical Expertise to all projects undertaken. www.accutecheng.ca  
 
ACEC represents companies in Canada that provide professional engineering services to both public and 
private sector clients. These services include the planning, design and execution of all types of engineering 
projects, as well as providing independent advice and expertise in a wide range of engineering and engineering-
related fields. For more information about ACEC and the 2016 Canadian Consulting Engineering Awards, 
please visit www.acec.ca. 
 
Canadian Consulting Engineer is a bi-monthly magazine for engineers in the construction industry. It is a 
division of Annex Publishing & Printing Inc.  
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Multimedia (includes project description, video, photo): 
Project photo  
Project page on acec.ca (video and more information)  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Jennifer McMahon, Communications and Marketing Specialist 
Association of Consulting Engineering Companies- Canada  
jmcmahon@acec.ca 
613-859-0569 

Bronwen Parsons, Editor 
Canadian Consulting Engineer  
bparsons@ccemag.com 
416-510-5119 
 

Brent Wall  
Accutech Engineering 
bwall@accutecheng.ca   
204-944-1555 
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